
 

  

 
My Very Dear Girls, 
 
This is going to be an extraordinary year in your school life: St. Anne’s, Dabul, 
inaugurated its 90th Anniversary on July 26, 2014 – the Feast of St. Anne - and 
will bring the year of celebrations to a grand finale in July 2015. You can look 
forward to activities, competitions, special events and much more, but more 

significantly you will be a part of this unique moment in your school history. Your 
memories will always be recalled with the words, “I was there!” 

 
We often talk of the past as the ‘golden years’. Today’s ‘present’ will one day become the ‘past’ and will also be 
remembered as ‘golden’. Each generation leaves its own stamp on the school. Today is as wonderful and as 
precious as yesterday, and as long as our most important legacy from the past – the values and the ethics – are 
carried forward with enthusiasm and confidence, every year will always be a proud year at St. Anne’s! 
 

– Sr. Romana, Principal 
 

A CELEBRATION TO REMEMBER 
 

 

On the occasion of the Feast of our Patron, St. Anne, our school inaugurated its 
90th Anniversary year. This auspicious occasion commenced with the Holy Mass 
concelebrated by His Lordship, Bishop Agnelo Gracias, and our Manager  
Fr. Ashlyn Fonseca.  
 
A brief entertainment followed with the melodious singing of the choir, trained by 
Mr. Joey Mendonca, and the students who danced to the song, 'Love is the Light of 
the World'.  Ms Colin Cardoz was compere for the day. The Ex- Superior Generals 
of the PSOL community, ex-Principals and ex-teachers were felicitated by the 
school. The staff also felicitated Bishop Agnelo and Mother Matilda D'Mello, the 
present Superior General, in anticipation of their birthdays which fell on the 
following day.  In a trip down memory lane, a PowerPoint remembering the 
yesteryears was presented. This showcased the ex–Principals and ex -teachers.  
 
The programme for the 90th Year was then inaugurated by Bishop Agnelo Gracias.  
The Vote of Thanks was proposed by the Principal, Sr. Romana. The occasion was 
brought to a close with an agape meal.  
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THROUGH SHARING WE GROW IN JOY AND UNITY 



IT HAPPENED AT SCHOOL 
 
THE PARENT - TEACHER CONNECTION 
 

The first PTA meeting 
of the new academic 
year was held on June 
28, 2014 and engaged 
the parents and teachers 
of Stds. V to IX. Parents 
were advised that it 

would benefit students if the latter took part in 
various competitions and competitive examinations, 
and encouragement from the teacher for such 
participation should be supplemented by support 
from the parents. It was indicated that children 
should bring healthy food and snacks for tiffin. It was 
also advised that they should not wear party dresses 
on birthdays. Other do’s and don’ts included the 

correct form for ‘leave notes’, with supporting 
doctor’s certificates, and the advice that students 
should complete their homework and keep their 
books upto date. 
 
What happens at home complements what happens in 
school and vice versa, and an active Parent Teacher 
Association ensures the communication that is 
necessary to keep this balance. 
 

- Reporter Aditi Hegishte VIIIB 
 

 
INVESTITURE CEREMONY 2014 

 
June 18: All the students eagerly awaited the day and it 
finally arrived: the new Council Members were elected! 
 

 
The ceremony commenced with the March Past by the new 
Council Leaders led by Miss Bhavisha Jain, the new Head 
Girl. The outgoing Council then handed over the ‘baton’ to 

the new team who were ready to accept their duties and 
responsibilities as instructed by the Principal, Sr. Romana. 
 
The sashes for Head Girl, Asst. Head Girl and Catholic 
Leader were then given by Sr. Romana to Bhavisha Jain, Jinal 
Jain and Chelsea D’Souza respectively.  This was followed by 

the conferring of sashes for the House Captains and Vice 
Captains by the House Mistresses: Red House Captain and 
VC: Sarmistha Kar and Aayushi Jain; Blue House Captain and 
VC: Preksha Jain and Vanessa Dias; Green House Captain 
and VC: Tanaya Rele and Mansi Gupta; Orange House 
Captain and VC: Shriya Jadhav and Mitali Gohel.  
 
Then, the Prefects were given their badges by Miss Celine: 
Daxita Chandaliya (Red House): Krupa Deshpande (Blue 
House); Aditi Hegishte (Green House) and Khushi Jain 
(Orange House). 
 
The new Head Girl, Bhavisha Jain, gave an inspiring speech 
thanking the outgoing team for setting the standard and 
exhorting the new team to take forward the legacy.  
 
Sr. Romana brought the program to a close with a Vote of 
Thanks and a heartfelt thank you to Mrs. Sheila for the efforts 
she had put in to train the Councilors for this day. 
 

- Reporters Bhavisha Jain IXB, Tanaya Rele IX B,  
Mitali Gohel VIIIB 

 
WORDS OF WISDOM 
 

 

THE PRINCIPAL’S BIRTHDAY 
 
There’s a special member of St. Anne’s 

Girls High School who celebrates her 
birthday on 30th June every year and that 
is Sister Romana, our Principal. 

 
We marked the day with a short prayer service 
conducted from the Principal’s office by the 

Teachers, Supervisors and Students. We sang ‘Happy 

Birthday’ and offered her bouquets, sweets, greeting 
cards along with lots and lots of love. It was a day of 
Thanksgiving too – we are grateful for a nurturing 
and understanding Principal and Sr. Romana 
expressed her gratitude for the outpouring of love 
and cooperation that she receives from us, her 
students.  She also gave us a treat: chocolate, ice-
cream and biscuits which she personally distributed 
in every classroom. 
 
We are sure that our Principal enjoyed her birthday.  
We enjoyed it too! 
 

- Reporters Harita Pitale VIB, Disha Kothari VIB, Diya 
Kothari VI B, Vrushali Bansode IXA 

 



 

 
SSC RESULTS 2013-14 

 
Every year, there is tension in the air around the month of March because it is time for the SSC 
Board Examinations.  This year was no different and the impending exams brought their usual 
share of nervousness, nail biting and butterflies in the stomach. The exams commenced on March 
3 and ended March 27, 2014. 
 
The results were declared on June 17 and the school was abuzz with curiousity – students, 

parents, teachers and well-wishers were all anxious to know how St. Anne’s had fared. We were overjoyed to find that 

we had achieved 100% results with the highest score of 93.4% achieved by Pooja Samani, followed by Pratibha 
Mimani who scored 92.40%. Many achieved scores between 80 – 90%. 
 
There was mingled relief and joy and celebration. Visiting students distributed sweets as they bid farewell to what was 
their second home for the best years of their lives. 
 
We congratulate them all and wish them well for the future.  
 

- Reporters Nishna Paria and Prachi Patel, VIII A 
 

 
INTERVIEW: OUR TOPPER – POOJA SAMANI  
 
Pooja joined St. Anne’s in Std. V and now she is the Topper of the SSC results in our school. 
From the little girl who joined us six years ago, she has matured into a responsible young 
woman who captained the Blue House when in Std. IX.   
 
Somewhat serious and very dedicated to her studies, Pooja started preparations for the Board 
Examinations right at the beginning of the year. She tells us that studying with focus and 
concentration is very necessary.  Taking breaks and short relaxation in-between study is also 
required – they restore energy and enhance concentration. When asked about a time-table, 

Pooja indicated that while she had no specific schedule she did not waste a single second and utilised time optimally. 
Her inspiration comes from people who are achievers in their own right and the message she hands on to us is: 
“Success never moves away from us unless we move away from it. It is we who can make or mar our future.  So, set a 

goal, work for it and success will be yours.” 
 
We know that this is true because Pooja has been there and done that!!  We offer her our congratulations and wish her 
all the very best for the future. 
 

- Reporters Nishna Paria, Prachi Patel, Vanessa Dias VIIIA 
 

YOUR ATTENTION PLEASE!! 
 

WATER, PRECIOUS WATER 
 
Every year from June onwards, people anxiously scan the skies for rain.  We need this to replenish the 
lakes which supply water for our daily needs.  
 
This year, the monsoon was delayed and the Municipality had to announce a 20% water cut which 

would be implemented by reducing the timed supply.  For example, those who received water for one hour would now 
receive it for 48 minutes. Though the city has received heavy rainfall subsequently, the catchment areas are still 
woefully short of needed rain.*  The Hydraulic Engineer has been quoted as saying that cloud build up in the lake 
region will hopefully bring about an improvement in the lake levels. 
 
In the meantime, we should all make it a point to conserve water and use it very carefully. 
 
*the situation ha since improved!                                                                                                  - contributed by Aayushi Jain VIIIB 



 

 
A TRIP TO IGATPURI 
 
On Friday, June 27, 2014 the entire Tenth Standard boarded a bus; they were full of excitement, enthusiasm and 
eagerness to know how the trip to Igatpuri would turn out! 
 
The busload was accompanied by three teachers: Ms. Candida, Ms. Glynis and Ms. Neelam and completing the 
numbers was Mr. Joey Mendonca who turned out to be a very fun loving and joyful person. After the four and a half 
hour journey, the tired travelers reached Igatpuri, a hill station in Nashik District. The retreat house – Satyagiri – was 
situated in very natural surroundings and the first session with ‘Sir Joe’ was all about Nature – he showed the 
participants how to live as one with God’s creation. Personality and self confidence building sessions followed. 
 
It was also a time of strict observances: utensils had to be cleaned after every meal; rooms had to be kept neat and 
tidy, punctuality observed for all sessions. In short, a practical lesson in responsibility. There was recreation too.  
Everyone enjoyed the songs and games, learning something new along the way.  It’s no surprise that these sessions 

were the favourite of all! A visit to the Vipassana Centre brought home meditation techniques and much needed 
relaxation. This was followed by a session on relationships and forgiveness and understanding of others.  

 
In a very short span of time, a lot was learnt in a fun and 
interesting way, hand in hand with nature and the 
environment.  
 
St. Anne’s, thank you for the memories! 
 

 - Reporters Jinal Jain IX B, Kajol Ramin IXB, Preksha Jain IXA 
 

OPINION PIECES 
 

FRIENDSHIP RULES 
 
 Friends are people with whom we have a 

‘good’ relationship. 
 Friends are people whom we like to know 

better! 
 Friends help each other. 
 Friends spend time with each other. 
 Friends respect each other. 
 Friends share their tiffin. 
 True friendships take years to build. 

 
AND EVERYONE SHOULD HAVE A FRIEND! 
 

- contributed by Shrushti Shinde VIIA 
 

 

 

DEPEND ON YOURSELF 
 
Laziness and slovenliness are 
surely disliked by everyone.  
You may not realise it now, 
but as a spoon-fed child – 
expecting everyone to do 
things for you instead of 
doing them for yourself – you 
are harming your own development. As you step from 
childhood into adolescence you will need physical, 
psychological and sentimental self-reliance to survive and 
make your way through first, the academic world, and 
then the working one. Self-reliance is not achieved 
instantly; it requires step by step mental preparedness.  
 
There is a time when we do need others – for help and 
advice – and this ability to know when to be independent 
and when to seek assistance also needs to be cultivated.   
 
Dependency due to laziness is best avoided. There’s truth 

in that time-worn adage:  God helps those who help 
themselves. Yes, He does! 
 

 - contributed by Amruta S. Wankhade VIA 
 
 



NEWS FROM THE NEWS  

 
SATELLITE  LAUNCH  AT  SRIHARIKOTA 
 
On June 30, 2014 the Sriharikota Space Launch Station launched the PSLV* C-23 rocket carrying satellites 
from four countries – France, Germany, Canada and Singapore. Our Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi 
witnessed the launch by ISRO**. 
 
India has taken big strides in space science and has a record of launching 35 satellites 
from 19 countries.  What is remarkable about the latest launch is that this Mars 
Mission Program is cheaper than the production of the Hollywood film ‘Gravity’, a 
science fiction movie about a space shuttle! 
 
*Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle 
**Indian Space Research Organisation 
 

- contributed by Nishna Paria VIIIA (information sourced from the NDTV website) 
 

OUR WORLD = ONE EARTH 
 

WARNING: GLOBAL WARMING! 
 
Here are a few pointers that you can share with your parents and older friends: 
 

1. Try air drying your laundry instead of using a dryer. (This may not be feasible 
in the monsoon but do try it during the hot and sunny months.) 

2. Unplug appliances when not in use. 
3. Old fashioned light bulbs? Discard them! Get energy-saving ones. Compact 

fluorescent bulbs use 66% less energy. 
4. Buy products that use less packaging.  Carry cloth bags when shopping and refuse the plastic from vendors. 
5. Buy bulk when possible – this means less packing material too. 
6. Prefer ceiling fans to air conditioners.  We used to be quite comfortable with breeze from a fan. Remember? 
7. Choose plants - for windows and balconies - that act as air fresheners.  Here’s a hint: find out about the useful 

properties of Areca Palms, Money Plant and Mother-in-law’s tongue. 
8. Buy organic produce and help your local small farmers.  Large agricultural sources use chemical fertilisers 

which pollute ground water sources and require energy to produce. 
 

- contributed by Anushri Deshmukh VI A 
            

 
AMAZING ANIMALS: THE TIGER QUOLL 
  
The tiger quoll or spotted quoll which is one a half times bigger than other quolls, is the world’s second largest 

carnivorous marsupial* after the Tasmanian Devil. Quolls are cat like marsupials native to the Australian continent.  
They have long bushy tails and brownish black fur speckled with white spots.  
The tiger quoll  has white spots on its tail as well  – a feature that distinguishes it 
from other quolls.  
 
Quolls also have pointed snouts which enclose a row of sharp teeth.  They feed 
on insects, birds and small animals such as lizards, rabbits and small mammals. 
 
*marsupials are pouched mammals, the best known of which is the kangaroo. 
 

- contributed by Amruta S. Wankhade VI 
 

Note: The flora and fauna of the Australian continent are unique, strange and fascinating.  
It would take a lifetime to know them all.  It is an amazing world indeed! 

 



Moonlight 

INTERVIEW 
 
REMEMBERED IN RETIREMENT  - MRS. SHEELA VIJAYKAR  
 
 This time, instead of an on-the-spot interview, we visited the teacher at home!  
 
Mrs. Vijaykar taught at St. Anne’s, in the Secondary Section, for 30 years before 

retirement in 2000. Inspired by her mother, she had wanted to become a teacher 
from the time she herself was a child and enjoyed being in this profession very 
much indeed. Working in school was like being part of a very large and loving 
family. She recalled with affection the occasion when the teachers rallied round and 

took her to the doctor when she felt ill and faint. The care and attention she received was unforgettable. 
 
Mrs. Vijaykar taught Marathi and English to Stds. VIII, IX and X and is fondly remembered for the 
anecdotes which illustrated her lessons. Her hobbies are reading and writing and she now fills her time 
penning Dramas in Hindi, Marathi and English.   
 
Her message to all of us is: Be Honest and Hardworking and practice Humility. 
 
Thank you for reminding us Mrs. Vijaykar: we’ll certainly remember the 3H Yardstick!!! 
 

- Reporters Yukta Shrotri VIIB and Neha Patwardhan VIIA 
 

FUN AND GAMES  
 

SELECTED DESTINATIONS 
(From the letter grid, find the thirteen 

destinations listed below) 
 

I P M E D U M M O H S M S N F 
Q Q A E G M N C U C K P D T X 
X A L P S Y I A O I A F C F D 
J R A T W X P T R I G X J M N 
A I Y X E B L T N I K L H F A 
P K S M Y A Y L A T I F E I L 
A T I X N A I R E G L A J B L 
N Q A D S U R I A T K H V O O 
N N O H W J U M S S M R R L H 
K V V J V K X A M L X E X V Z 
D P F N Q B Q L S K T T G X G 
I E F O G K B O S V K W A O L 
D D M D W W Z Y E Y Q K T C S 
Z X K S K N Z Y D M Z K I F Z 
C L N B R A Z I L J J T R E Q 

 
 
 
ALGERIA 
BELGIUM 
BRAZIL 
EGYPT 
HOLLAND 
IRAN 
IRAQ 
ITALY 
JAPAN 
MALAYSIA 
MEXICO 
SCOTLAND 
SPAIN 
 

 
HAVE YOU HEARD OF DINGBATS? 

They are picture puzzles which say something.  Here are some 
puzzles drawn by schoolchildren.  Can you make out what they 
say? The first one is done for you as a clue. Perhaps you can 
draw your own dingbats and submit them for the next issue  
of Anne Net! 
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IT’S RAINING 

Our little friend seems to be enjoying the shower and the puddles. 
Can you brighten up the day for this little dog? 
(Artwork contributed by Amruta Wankhade VIA)  



 

SPOTLIGHT : FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS IN JULY 
 

LOKMANYA TILAK : July 23, 1856 – August 1, 1920 
 
Who has not heard of Lokmanya Tilak? He is a national legend and 
we learn about him when we study our history.  And he was born in 
July! So let’s refresh our memories about him (and for those who 

also celebrate birthdays in July, perhaps you could think of how you 
can measure up to such a stalwart personality.) 
 
Keshav Gangadhar Tilak was born on July 23, 1856. He is best 
known as an Indian nationalist, journalist, teacher, social reformer, 
lawyer and an independent activist. He was the first popular leader 
of the Indian Independence Movement and was dubbed the ‘Father 

of the Indian unrest’ by the British colonial authorities. He was also 

honoured by the title ‘Lokmanya’ which means ‘accepted by the 

people’ (as their leader). 
 
Lokmanya Tilak was one of the first and strongest advocates of 

Swaraj (self rule) and a strong radical in Indian consciousness. His famous quote, ‘Swaraj is my birthright 

and I shall have it’ is well remembered in India even today!  He founded the Deccan Education Society to 
impart quality education to India’s youth and started two weeklies – Kesari and Maratha.  He joined the 
Indian National Congress in 1890 and was a member of the Municipal Council of Pune, Bombay Legislature 
and an elected Fellow of the Bombay University.  
 
Tilak was a great social reformer: he issued a call for the banning of child marriage and welcomed widow 
remarriage. He launched the Swadeshi Movement and the Home Rule League. Arrested in 1897, he was 
released in 1898 and arrested again in 1906 only to be released in 1914. He wrote the book Gita Rahasya 
while he was in prison. 
 
After a life well lived for his country and his people, he passed away on August 1, 1920 at the age of 64. 
 

- researched and contributed by Sakshi Shinde VII A and Sharvari Shednakar VIIB  
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